
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
RECORD OF EXECUTIVE / CHIEF OFFICER DECISION

This form should be used to record key and other decisions made by individual Portfolio 
Holders and key decisions made by Chief Officers.  The contact officer will ensure that the 
signed and completed form is given to Democratic Services as soon as reasonably 
practicable after the decision has been taken. 

Unless permission has been obtained from the Chairman of Council and the Chairman of 
the Scrutiny and Overview Committee that this decision be treated as a matter of urgency 
under Rule 12.19 of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee Procedure Rules, this decision 
will come into force, and may then be implemented, on the expiry of five working days after 
the publication of the decision, unless called in under Rule 7 of the Budget and Policy 
Framework Procedure Rules or Rule 12 of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee Procedure 
Rules.
 
Portfolio Cabinet
Subject Matter East-West Rail Bedford to Cambridge consultation response
Ward(s) Affected All Wards
Date Taken Monday, 11 March 2019
Contact Officer Stephen Kelly
Date Published Monday, 11 March 2019
Call-In Expiry Monday, 18 March 2019
Key Decision? No 
In Forward Plan? No
Urgent? No

Purpose / Background
The purpose of this decision is to confirm the wording of amendments to the Council’s response 
to the East-West Rail Bedford to Cambridge consultation discussed by Cabinet on 6th March, as 
per the minute below and the appended revised response:

“On behalf of South Cambridgeshire District Council, Cabinet approved the draft consultation 
response to the East-West Rail Bedford to Cambridge consultation, attached as Appendix 1 to the 
report from the Joint Director of Planning and Economic Development, subject to amendments to 
reflect the following:

 On the approach to Cambridge section, remove  expression of a preference, and focus 
instead on issues that should be taken into account including emphasise the 
importance of connectivity, to the east of Cambridge, to the proposed Cambridge 
South railway station, and to other transport links;

 an assessment of the impact on the amenity of communities located along the chosen 
route;

 an expression of the Council’s disappointment that trains using the route at least at the 
outset would be diesel rather than electric, 

 highlighting the necessity for measures to minimise any adverse impact on the 
environment and on heritage assets, and to explore opportunities for environmental 
enhancement, including to address flood risk.

Delegation to the Joint Director of Planning and Economic Development in consultation with the 
Deputy Leader of South Cambridgeshire District Council, to finalise the wording of the response.”

Declaration(s) of Interest
Record below any relevant interest declared by any executive Member consulted or by an 
officer present in relation to the decision.
None



Dispensation(s)
In respect of any conflict(s) of interest declared above, record below any dispensation(s) 
granted by the Council’s Standards Committee.
None

Consultation
Record below all parties consulted in relation to the decision.
None.

Other Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection
Option 1: Submit a consultation response that does not reflect the points identified in the Cabinet 
minute above.
Reason for rejection: This would not reflect the decision of Cabinet noted above.
Option 2: Submit no consultation response.
Reason for rejection: This would not reflect the decision of Cabinet noted above.

Final decision Reason(s)
It is recommended that the Deputy Leader: 
approves the appended consultation response 
for submission including revised wording 
reflecting the Cabinet minute noted above. The 
response will be submitted noting that it is 
subject to call in, and that the Council will notify 
East West Rail Company of any further wording 
changes resulting from that call in.

The points identified in the appended text were 
agreed by Cabinet on 6th March; the wording in 
the appended revised response was refined in 
discussion with the Deputy Leader.

Signed Name
(CAPITALS)

Signature Date

Portfolio Holder
Chief Officer

Signed copy available upon request from Democratic Services 
(democratic.services@scambs.gov.uk)

Further Information
Cabinet agenda papers relating to the consultation response: 
http://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=293&MId=7364&Ver=4  


